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II SERMONS: 

I. Concerning ſinging Pſalms with 
Devotion and Melody. 

II. Shewing the Indecency and Irreve- 


rence of Sitting at the ſinging of] | 
_ ſolemn Praiſes to God. | 


— 


Sing unto God with the Voice of Melody, Pſal. 
| LVII. r. | 
That ye may with one Mind and owe Mouth glori- 

fie God, Rom. XV. 6. | 


Canite- cum intellectu: non Bacchantium 
more vocibus -incompoſitis, ſed cum rectà 
intelligentia & devotà attentione, Ge. in 

Pſalm. XLVII. 7. N 

— Ut per oblectamenta aurium ani- 
mus in affectum pietatis aſſurgat, S. Aug. 
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Pal. XLVII. 7. | 
— Sing ye Praiſes with Under» 
ſtanding. | 


y HIS Divine Book of Pſulms 
is an excellent Collection 
of devout Hymns, and 

Forms of ſolemn Praiſes 

to God; which being infpired from 

Heaven in their Original, are ſure to 

bewell-pleaſing and acceptable there 

in' their Uſe; and therefore made 
a3: vp 


4 The Devout Pſalmodiſt. 
up a conſiderable Part of the Yewiſ 
_ Liturgy, as.it.doth..of .ours............. 
It contaĩus the moſt--uſeful. Do- 
Srines and Fundamentals of Faith, 
as well as a moſt copious Matter of 
divine Meditations. Herein are ſet 
forth and celebrated all. the Divine 
Attributes, and the wonder fuſ Works 

of God's Providence over his Church 
and People- And from this rich 
Treaſury, we may be forniſh'd at 
2 e 855 With proper Forms for 

gong ſuitable to 
Des Nerd e Church, and to e- 

very one's particular Caſe in all E- 
mergencies. So that here we have a 
plentiful Proviſion for the Matter of 
our Duty; and in the Text, a gene- 
ral Direction for the Manner * 
forming it. 

— Sing ye Praiſes with woah 
Standing „. * 1 4 r—— 

Which com prebends under it the 
Particulars following. . 


1. The Charge i is expres, That we 


hu; To. ſing Praiſes. with Goller 


landing im lies, that we conſider 
well, 


The Devout Pſalmodiſti' 5. 
well, the Subject and Matter of our 
Praiſes, or, what we ſing. 

III. The Manner of Performance, 
or," How we ling. 915 


IV. The Object of our Workig, 
to whom we ing. 


The Firſt requires, That we all 
join in ſi inging Pſalms and Praiſes = | 
God, in his ſolemn Worſhip. 

"The Second, That we fing writhe 
pious and devout Affections, and 
with due Attention of Mind. 
wit of Third, That we do it, to the. 

our er, m"_ 2 
and — */ 1 2 

- The Fourth rien us to perform 
this holy Exerciſe with a ſuitable 
Reverence, conſidering the Oe 
Object of our Worſhip. | 
All which we muſt do, totanſnien 
the Charge of the Text, and to ſing. 
Praiſes" to God with Underſtanding. 
Singing Praiſes to God, implies. 

dur having a lively and devout Senſe 
of his great Perfections and Benefits, 
and our ex preſſing this in ward Senſe, 
in 3 and r and Jriricual 
Ln i 05) 1543 e bus X 
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6 The Devout Pſalmadift.” 
Praiſe is ſo eſſential a part of the \ 
Worſhip of God, that it is juſt ly. 
accounted a. piece of natural Religi- 
on: All Nations conſtantly making 
it one part of that ſolemn Worſhip 
they give unto their Gods. It is a 
more noble and eminent Inſtance of 
Divine Worſhip, than Prayer it ſelf, 
as anſwering more immediately and 
directly the higbeſt End in the 
World, the Glory ot God; which 
certainly is a more noble End than 
the Good of the Creature. It is an 
Angelical Office, and a Taſte of the 
hrſt Fruits of Heaven, while we are 
here on Earth. * It is a Service of 
Eternity; for- when Prayer and 
Preaching: ſhall ceaſe, Praiſe ſhall con- 
tinue for ever, and be the everlaſt- 
10 Employment of the bleſſed An- 

in 
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and Saints in Heaven; who, 
eing"fix'd in a State of unchange - 
able Happineſs, ſhall. have everlaſt- 
ing Occaſion of Praiſe and Thank(- 
un 4i59 n WIE 
— - — — — 
Four all we T4229 tuo be 
Of what the Biefſed"do abe 00 
Is that they fing, and that they love. 
17 Mr. WaLLER. 
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| The: Devoat *Pſalmodift.. 7 
giving for that Happineſs which they 
eyerlaſtingly enjoy, 

There is nothing wherein the 
Church-militant here on Earth, hath. 
more Reſemblance to the Church- 
triumphant in Heaven, than in the 
ſacred and harmonious Way of ſing- 
ing Hallelujahs, and ſolemn Praiſes 
to the Glory and Honour of God. 
It highly concerns us therefore, 
that we rightly perform this hea- 
venly Exerciſe ; and, in order there- 
unto, it will be of important Uſe to 
us, in each Particular, to have an 
Eye to the Pattern of 
Quire. | ; url 

1ſt, For the Convifiſon of ſuch 
negligent and indevout Pet ſons, as 
look upon this holy Office with ſuch 
Indifferency, as not to concern them- 
ſelves at all therein; I ſhall ſhew, 
that we are all unanimouſly to jain 
in finging Pſalms and Praiſes to God: 
in his ſolemn Worſhip ; that we ma 
with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorifie 
God, Rom. XV. 16. 
The Deſign ot uſing vocal Prayer 


or Praiſe in the Congregation, is not 


to make Him that planted the Ear, 
8 4 hear; 
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8 The Devout Pſulmodift. 
hear; but that our own Affections 


may be united hy it, and that the 


whole Congregation may join in one 
common Addreſs of Prayer, or Praiſe 
to GG ·˙ IH 1: ee 
- The firſt certain piece of ſolemn 
Worſhip recorded among the 7/- 
raelites, is a Form of (Praiſe, ſung in 
Parts by the Men and Women, After 
their Deliverance from the AÆgypti- 
ans, Exod. XV. which became after- 
ward the (conſtant Uſage of that 
Church, Exr. III. ro. * 
And that none may think them- 
ſelves excns'd from this Duty, the 
holy Pſalmiſt calls upon all Degrees, 
Ages, and Yexes of Mankind, to 
join-in the ſolemn Praiſes of God, 
Pfal. CXLVIII. Kings of the Earth, 
and all People; Princes, and all Judges 
of the Earth; young Men and Maids, 
old Men and Children, praiſe the Name 
of the Lord. 
(Tis the Charge of God by the 
Mouth of the Pſalmiſt, that all Man- 
kind ſhould praiſe their great and 
. glorious Creator : Praiſe God in his 
Fantt uary. = And let every Thing that 
hath" Breath, praiſe the Lord, Pſal. A a 
. 140 bs "F- x Or 
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Tie ae Pſalmoaift. 
Nox is he worthy to enjoy the Prein 


of Life, that will not exetcife that 
Breath, to pralſe his bountiful Ctea- 


tor, that "orb both it, and all other 


Bleſſings enjo 
Tus a Mae and pious Reſo- 


lution of the Son of Sirach, The Lord 


bath given. me 4 Tongue, and I wilt 
proce Him therewith, Ecclus. LVII.22.. 
is the Character of dumb Idols, 7 


Fro Aout hs. and ſpeak not; but of e- 
y/ eak of f God's Ho- 


2 nd ro. ins of his Praiſe ſe in his 
wrt Tem "y ny XIX. 9. 3 
10160 RE it is, Nikki holy 


David d often calls his Tongue, bl 
Glory; becauſe "the Tongue i is the 
chief Inſtrument of glorifying God, 
and was made principally for that 
End": And they ate never ſo much 
our Glen, as. when we ſo employ 


them in Prafling and Glorifying our 


Creator. 4 
Sd under the New- Teſtament, the 


Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians join'd i in 
the Uſe of Pfalms, as a conſtant part 
of Divine Worſhip: and St. Paul 
dumes the Corinthians for not having 
the nk all together; that is, for not 
A. 7 Hin- 


To The Devout Pſalmodift. 
joining ig. it that all the Congrega- 
tion might attend odge and the ſame 
Part. of divine Service at the ſame 
Time, 1 Cor. XIV. 26. In like manner 
he exhorts-the Epheſians and Coloſſians, 
Eph. V- 19. Col. III. 16. Te join; in 
hy, ©Je of TUAW PE {OP 44 

ſpiritual eng” 1 Vp to 
The primitive Chriſtians were ſo 
full. of Zeal and Devotion, that they | 
would have taken it for a grievous | 
| 


" 
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Oppreſſion, to have been reſtrain'd 

from bearipg a Part in the Praiſes of 

the Church; and whilſt the primi- 
tive Zeal continued, they never fail- | 
ed to take their Part vocally in the | 
ſolemn Worſhip. | 
So St. Jerom writes, that there 
was, in his Time, a erg Order 
of Singers for ſetting the 1 and 
ordering the manner of ſinging, both 
Pſalms and other Hymns, in the 
Church, who began the. Tune, and 
then the whole Congregation follow- 
ed, and ſung Pſalms and-Hallelujahs 
10 loud, that they made the. guilded 
Roofs. of the Church even ſhake and 
cho again. T 


4 1 
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The Devoat Pſalmodiſt. 11 
In thoſe devouter Ages of Chriſti” 
anity, the-Confluence to the Publick 
Worſhip was ſo great, and the Con- 
ſent of Heart and Voice ſo univerſal, 
that *tis recorded of them, that the 
Hallelujahs of the Church were like 
the Noiſe of many Waters, and their 
Amen like Thunder. 1 7 
Let us now look to our Heavenly 
Pattern, and fee how the Doctrine 
in Hand accords with it; and there 
we find the holy. Angels all joining 
in the Praiſes of God ; of whom St. 
John ſaw 4 great Multitude whom no 
Man could number, which cry d with 
a loud Voice, ſaying,” Salvation to our 
God, which ſitt eth upon the Throne, and 
to the Lamb, Rev. VII. 10. And in a- 
nother Viſion of the heavenly Quire, 
Rev. XIV. He heard AHVoice as the Voice 
of many Waters, and as the Voice of © 
great Thunder; and they. ſung a new- 
Song before the Throne of God : Which 
undeniably argues both. united Voi- 
ces, and the vehement Fervor of their 
Zeal and Devotion. Theſe Teſti- 
monies are the more conſiderable to 
the preſent Purpoſe; becauſe they: 
are alſo prophetick has 
Or 


12 The Devout Pſalmiodiſt.. 
of the Service to be perform'd to 
God in the Chriſtian Church 

The proper Application whereof, 
I ſhall give you in the Words of the 


Conſtitutions, call d Apoſtolical. As 


the holy Angels in Heaven gloriſie God 
with Con ſort and united Voibei; f6 all 
Alen on Earth, with one Mouth and one 
Mind, ſhould glovifie the one true God. 
They all, as you have heard, (in 
the forecited Places, and in many o- 
thers that might be added) conſtant- 
ly bear their Parts, and devoutly join 
in celebrating the Praiſes of God; 
and ſo ſnall all undoubtedly that ſhall 
be admitted into the heavenly Quire.. 
Let us all begin then ſo to do, in 
this militant Part of the ſame Church 
here below. By this we ſhall accu- 
ſtom our ſelves to the Employment 
of the next World; for Heaven is a. 
Life of Devotion and Praiſe; there 
we ſhall continually ſe God, and fin 
eternally. Hallelujabs to Him; and 
nothing more \diſpoſes. and qualihes 
us for the Society of the Bleſſed, than 
to have our Hearts devoutly affected, 
WR tumd to the Praiſes oß 
4 s At: 518 


King 


The Dewoat Pſalmodiſt. 13 
King David thought it no Diſpa- 
rage ment tohis Royal Character, to lay 
out his Time, and Study and Strength, 
in compoſing Pſalms for the folemn 
Worſhip of God, and to preſide him- 
ſelf, and join in che Conſort. And 
is this heavenly Exerciſe becomę now 
{ contemptible a Thing, and look'd 
upon with ſuch Indifferency, that few 
take Care to join in it, and fewer to 
perform it with any Reverence or 
Underſtanding ! A fad Preſage of a, 
dying Zealand, Devotion 
Every pious and devout Perſon ac- 
counts it, with holy David, a joyful 


and pleaſant Thing to ſing Praiſes unto 


God : Tis the pleaſanteſt Part of alk 
Piety, and therefore. it is to be the 
Employment of Heaven; and they 


that can take no Pleaſure, therein, 


are Strangers to the Joys of bleſſe 


Souls, and unfit for the Society o 


Angels. | | 

The Nature of publick Worſhip, 
requires, that, it be vocal and audible ; 
= when we, Pray, that God would: 
apen-our Lips; tis a mocking, the Al- 
mighty, except we intend, that our 
Aout h ſhall ſhew: forth his Praiſe. 
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14 The Devont Pſalmodif. 
Nor ts it ſufficient that we bareſy 
ſing; but to ſing with a right Un- 
derſtanding of what we do, requires, 
II. That, when we ſing Praiſes to 
God, we do it with pious and devont 
—_ and with dne Attention of 
God is 4 Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth; they muſt join the inward 
Devotion of the Mind to all their 
outward Performances. 

True Devotion requires a due Con- 
currence of the Underſtanding and 

Affect ions; the ſincere Elevation of 
the Spirit, being the Life of all our 

Pſalmody, even that Half which 
makes the whole accepted: without 
which, the Tongues of Men or An- 

gels are but lite ſounding Braſs, or a 

tinlling Cymbal. But where the De- 
votion of the Heart concurs with the 

Melody of the Voice, there's the Praiſe 

of Angels, and the Muſieł of Heaven. 

un order hereunto, there. is ſome 

Freparation neceſſary before we be- 

gin. The Apprehenſion of the Great- 

neſs of God, and the Recollection of 
his Goodneſs and Mercies, muſt diſ- 

n poſe 
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poſe our Hearts to Reverence * 
ankfulneſs; and this will fix the 


Attention of our Minds, as well as 
inflame our Affections. 
King David therefore, the reat 


Maſter of this holy Exerciſe, ring 
abont to celebrate the Praiſes of 


zpon his Harp; firſt takes Care to 
t his Heart in Tune, and to have 
that devoutly affected with the di- 
= Mercy asd Goodneſs, Pſal. LVII. 
7,8 l is fixd; or, as the 
Word ly: beide, * 4 0 
ous 7 Py heart i prepaid; Pwill fing 
1 * awake up my Glory 
Lute and Harp. I will 2 
Thee, O Lord, among i People : I wil 
g unto Thee among the Nations : ; for 
" thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens, 
and thy Truth unto the Clouds. And 
Pfal. LXVIII. 26. He calls upon all 
others to do the like. Give Thanks, 
O Iſrael, unto God the Lord, in the Con- 
greg ation t fromthe Ground of the Heart. 
- Orr Hearts and Tongues muſt be 
r fect Uniſons, and move together, 


ich the Apoſtle expreſſes by ſi "ging 
and making Melody in our Hearts; an 


0 ſinging With Grace in our Hearts to the 
Lor a, 
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Lord, E ph. V. 1 9, Col. III. n 
well. beyer we. ſing, Me. make ni 
Melody to the Lord, uoleſs our Hearts 
join in theConſort; but a Soul breath- 
ing forth itſelf out of an ardent Af- 
898 Hymns, is the Melody 
of Angels, The heavenly Angels, that 
our Pattern, {ing with Purity. of 
ention, a devout A en and 
with perfect Underſtanding and the 
nearer our Worſhip. of God comes 
to this heavenly: Pattern, the more 
rfect it. is.: and the more ee 
e. to, his divine, Majeſty: to which 
our bleſſed Lord directs us to have a 
conſtant Regard, when he. taught us 
to pray, that God's Will may be 


done by us, on. Earth, as it is by his 


holy Angels in Heaven. 
We ſhould therefore raiſę our 
Hearts to as higha Pitch of Devotion, 
in Imitation of the. heavenly. Quire, 
as our preſent Diſtance, and the Frail- 
ty of our mortal Nature will permit. 
And ſurely, it will mightily exalt 
dur Affections, and fir us up to the 
molt vigorous Devotion, it Me con- 
der, (what mill more plainly, ap- 


* 
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pear hereafter, () with whom we. 
ling and praiſe God, even with the 
Angels that are preſent in our A- 
ſemblies, as well as all the Company 
of Heaven above. PL 
Now as we ſing with them, let us 
endeavour to ſing like them, with pi- 
ous and devout Affectiont, and with a 
ſeraphick Spirit. But if the Ardor of 
our Devotion cannot riſe to the ſame 
Note; yet let the Sincerity of our 
Endeavour keep us in an agreeable 
Key. In order to attain this, we 
muſt frame our Minds and Affections 
to the Purport and Importance of 
the Pſalms, and ſo accommodate 
them to our ſelves, as to make them 
become really the genuine Ex preſſi- 
ons and Devotions of our own 
Hearts, by underſtanding and conſi- 
dering well what we ſing. 
III. To advance a Step nearer to 
the Pattern of the heavenly. Quire, 
and the Purport and Direction of the 
Text, we muſt, to the beſt of our 
Power, ſing Praiſes to God in his. 
ſolemn. Worſhip, with Harmony, 
and Melody, with ee 
1 aA n 
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18 The Devout Pfalmodiſt. 
* Sing Praiſes skilfully to his moſt ex- 
e cellent Majeſty, as Biſhop Fatrick 
paraphraſes the Text. 

. Wherein we make the. beſt Uſe of 
that Gift of Speech, which was given 
us to expreſs our Thoughts by arti- 
culate Voice, exciting our own and 
others Affections, the more fervent- 
ly to celebrate the Praiſes of our 
bountiful. Creator. wht 

The Apoſtle exhorting to the 
Uſe of Pfalms, and Hymns, and ſpi- 
ritual Songs, bids us fing with Melo- 
dy ʒ agreeably to the Direction of the 
holy Pfalmiſt, in the firſt Verſe of the 


Ffalm before us, Sing unto God with 


e Voice of Melody. | 

. Weare bound to ſerve God, as well 
as we are able, with the beſt that we 
have, both for Matter and Manner ; 
and to offer Him a leſs perfect Ser- 
vice, When tis in our Power to do 
better, is to offer bim the Blind and the 
Lame : Which Offerings, tho* He 
will accept them at the Hands of ſuch 
as can offer no better; yet if they are 
offer'd by ſuch as can offer much 
better, we may rationally conclude, 
He will reject them with Indignati- 
n, 


The De vont Pſalmodiſfſ. 19 
on, as a Sleight, and an Affront to 
his moſt adorable Majeſty. 

2 Conſider then, whether we ought 
not to uſe ſome Care and Endeavour 
to have our Voices regulated, to ſing 
Praiſes to God, to the beſt of our 
power, with Melody and Harmony; 
that we may ſing the Pſalms of the 
ſmeer Pſalmsſtof Iſrael, after his Pat- 


tern; of whom St. Auguſtine gives this 


Character: David mas eminent ly 
kill d in compoſing Pſalms, and lov d 
muſical Harmony; not from the ſenſual 
Pleaſure, ſuch as Men commonly take 


in Muſick ;, but with a devout and holy 
Mal, and. . Deſire of glorifying God 


& thereby ; agrecably to what is recorde 
ed of a 


of him in holy Scripture. 
The beſt and moſt excellent Bein 
is to he ſerv'd with the beſt and mo 


excellent Operations of our Faculties, 
whom it becomes us to ſerye, not 
only with our Nature, but our Skill 


and Underſtanding. 


Harmony and Melody are of great | 


Uſe and Efficacy, both to compoſe 
the Aﬀections, and to excite Devoti- 
on in the ſolemn Worſhip, of Pad 
A + p (wy 
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The Soul of Man is naturally delight- 
ed; with Melody; and the animal 
Spirits, which ele to excite the Af- 
feetions move in Conformity to the 
refſion s they receive from the 
uſical Sounds. Hence it is, that 
Metody and muſical Airs do pleaſe 
and excite the Affections; but ill Ca- 
dencics and harſh Diſcordare offen- 
five: IVY 33% 0 oa ao ; 
ehe very rcon or- Sounds 
ith the 1 cavhed and ail elne 
er f) © being rightly d and car- 
«ried from the Ear to the ſpiritual 
0 Faculties of our Souls, is, by a 
i native Puiſſance and Efficacy;great- 
4 available to bring to à perfect 
bn Temper whatſoever is chere trou- 
* bled ; apt as well to quicken the 
* Spirits, as to allay that which is too 
eager ; Sovereign ugalnſt Melan- 
*"choly" and De Delpair; forcible to 
« draw forth Tears of Devotion, it 
&« the Mind be fuch as can yield 
ce them, and able to move and to 
ct moderate all Affections. 
Whereof BE have holy 5 remark - 
able Inſtances in the Scripture: 
| 1 y —— 


1 
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The one iz in 1 Sam. XVI. when an e- 
wil Spirit from the Lord troubled Saul; 


his Phyſicians, * call'd there his Ser- 


vants, (Who, from their Learnin 

and Experience, well knew both. the 
Power of Mufick, and the Nature of 
his Diſtewper) , advisd the King, 
that a, Man ſhould be ſought out, who 


a 


and it mall come to. paſs, ſay they, 
When the evil Spirit from God is 
upon Thee, that e ſhall play with 
his Hand, and hau ſhalt be well: 
Wberęupon Dauid being recommend- 
ed for his excellent, Skill upon the 
Harp, the King f ads for him, and 
the Succeſs. anſwered their Judg- 
ments; for Ver, 23. When the evil 
Spirit was upon Saul, David took 

Harp, aud play d with bis Hand; fo 
Saul was refreſhed, and was well, and 
the evil Spirit departed from: him. 


* "Tis thought hat Saul's Diſtemper 8 


was a deep Melancholy, even to Mad- 
neſs, Which the Devil, by divine 
F made uſe of to.torment 

im. For whoſe eyil Purpoſes of 


tempting, vexing and inciting Men 


uns to 
NF Vide Synop. Crit. in loc. t- Lap. in loc. 


F 
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22 The Devunt Pſalmodiſt. 
to Envy, Anger, and Deſpair; there's 
none {© fit ee whole 2547 as this 
black Humour; fox it caſts a black 
Cloud over the Fancy and Imagina- 
tion; and thro' that black Veil, all 
things ſeem diſmal and horrid; and 
then the evil Spirit makes uſe of 
this to drive Men into frightful Ap- 
prehenſions, Hatred, and Murder. 
No the Agreeableneſs of Muſick 
to humane Nature, and the charming 
Harmony of David's Harp, exhili- 
rated the Mind of Saul, put a livel 
Motion into his animal Spirits, an 
fUMpated that black Cloud: And 
this melancholy Diſpoſition, the In- 
ſtrument which the evil Spirit usd 
to afflict him, being remov'd, the Af- 
fliction ceas d zand ſo, as in the Text, 
Saul was refreſh'd, and was well, and 
the” evil Spirit departed from him. 
The other Inſtance is, 2 Kings III. 
- 15, When the Three Kings, Fehor an, 


TFehoſaphat, and the King of Edom, 


diſtreſs'd for want of Water, with 
their Armies, apply'd themſelves to 
the Prophet Eliſha. Becauſe the Spirit 


of Prophecy was not always preſent 
with the Prophets, ſo as to deliver O- 
les when they pleas d; and — 
: | | the 


- 
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the Prophet's Mind was diſturb'd, 
both with Sorrow for the Departure 
of Elijah, and Indignation againſt the 
Sins of Jeboram; and the Spirit of 
God, or of Prophecy, reſts not but 
on a calm ſedate Mind, whoſe Paſh- 
ons are allay'd, according to the 
Obſervation of the ancient 8 
The Prophet therefore calls for a 
Minſtrel to compoſe his Mind; and 
it came to pals when the Minſtrel 
plaid, that the Hand of the Lord came 
upon him, and then he propheſied 
both a Supply of Water and Victory. 
That the Prophet might be pre- 
to receive a divine Revelation, 
t was fit his Mind ſhould be com- 
pos d, and in a devout Temper lift- 
ed up to God; for this End, he call- 
ed for a Levite, (according to the 
Criticks onthe Place) to play and ſing 
before him the Praiſes of God, from 
the Pſalms of David. Both vocal 
and inſtrumental Muſick being uſed 
to excite Devotion; and by the Pro- 
het here, to compoſe and prepare 
is Mind for a divine Com municati- 
on. The Diſpoſition of the Soul de- 
pending much upon the Temper of 
| the 


% 


21 The Devour Pſalmodiſt. | 
the Body, it myſt needs be that, ac- 
cording to the right Temper or Diſ- 
order thereof, a Man is more or 


leſs diſposd to, and fit for divine 
„ e $4544 i454 aa 
The great Efficacy of Muſick to 
"this. Purpoſe, made the ancient Phi- 
'Toſophers accohnt it an Invention of 
the Gods,” to ſoften the natural Paſ- 
ſions of Men, and to move the Affe- 
ctions to Virtue. Hence Plato ad- 
viſes, that the Inſtructers of Youth 
teach them Muſick, to regulate the 
Motions af the Soul. And Pysbago- 
rast to calm the Paſſions, and com- 
pot the Mind; made his Diſciples 
begin and end the Day with it. 
.. Muſical Harmony is alſo. a_uſefyl 
Aſſiſtant to Deyotion,. by raiſing our 
Spirits to, ſych a rapturous Frame, 
as enables us to Praiſe God with the 
greater Fervency, and Elevation of 
oul. An Example whereof | we 
have in St. Auguſtine, * Who thus 
"confeſſes to God the Tranſports of 
-his Devotion, from the raviſhing 
Harmony of the Church. 0 bow 1 
-3Þ THO ae, 


* 


— 3 — 


cem. J. 9. c. 6. 
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at thy  Flymns and. Songs, bei 

— 'd * — Voices of . 4 me 

ſending Ouch! } Thaſe: ſweet” Voices 

wo 2. m * 272 . di. 


am t he 
rene e wi Ta and 


ji + ta ſelf 
Devotion. — 

But to return to the holy Oracles 
of God: We find. in the ancient 
Schools of RE Pyp phets, 1 708 10 > 
5. 2, Kings II. 3. That they 
themſclves. not only to the 5 + 
15 Law, but alſo to vocal and in- 

ſtrumental Muſick, for ſinging the 
ans 2! of wu * where they are 
ecy, from ſingi Fa 

phetick Soy inſpit'd H rag TY 4 | 

The Royal Frophet allo, the Mean 
after -God's own Heart, appointed the 
Uſe of Muſical Inſtruments in the 
ſolemn Worſhip of God; as Cymbals, 
Pſalteries, and Harps, I Chron, XVI. 
which is ſaid to be according to. the 
Commandment of David, and o 22 the 


King's Seer and. Nat han the Pr Ka And, En 
to PI 55 yond. * Obje n, | | | 
; i1 _— — _— AY | 
ne ö » 10.0 id 26:83 2% 1 6 ö 


+ FCorn. Lap. in Loc, ® Torniellus. | j 
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3s ſaid 0 be "rhe Commandment o . 
rs, 2 Chron. 
55: and*2"Clhir0h. V. che Lord — 4 * 
xpreſſes d p h of 
— Myuſick, 1 of c Pin 
Hymns, n mn Worſhip. 

_ As 3 which were the Sg. 
ers, 8 arrayd in white Linen, 
frrod wi Cymbgts and Pſalteries, and 
275.5 I cue to "puſs 4, 
Winde hc Sn 19 be pearil in 
rang und thanking the Lord g ani 
when they lifted up thely Voice 22 
the Inſtruments of Muſick, und praiſed 
the Lord; in Token of his Divine 
Pleaſure and AP ation, "tis ad- 
ded, 775 on f the Jars * the 


e 

he how BP! ach alſo ing 
of the Practice of the Fewiſh'Chorch 
in his Time, fays, The Singers ſang 
Praiſes wir rhein Prices; with great 
Taritty of Sound was there mudt ſweect 
Melody, Ecelus. L. In a Word, the 
whole Book of Pſalms was eompos d, 
and ſet to be fung with Variety of 
Mufical Inſtruments. Pſalmody is 


recommended to us alſo from the 
Exam = of our bleſſed Lord: St. 


" Math: 


_—— T7 


The Dart Palmobif. 2 7 


'. wir XXVL 3 30. l find me 
eſus an Hymn wit 
bi Dif Ag, Are his 
Paſſion. And doubtleſs it was with 
fuch Melody and .Sweetneſs, as be- 
came that ſacred Mouth, which had 
no Imperfect ion, to give a Check to 
2 * kl of the Singer ID 
d to this Baß "the Datch and 

id Proteſtants have all the Pſalms 
and other Hymns ſet to Molick: 
And in moſt reform'd Churches all 
over Europe, where, they can be at 
the Charge of N they have Or- 
gans; as in 1 Half, n Holland, in Zwit- 
⁊erland, in the Talalinate, and all 
over Germany:- ; off | 

For if we are to praiſe God wi 
Melody, then a grave and ſole 
Molick, (ſuch. as the Organ "which 
18 uſeful to govern t the, Melody, and 
"alſo to advance it, Is a. roper and 
TJuitable: Attendant on this Part of 
Divine OE) 
So that Sing cc ſo call, 
that i 15, We e ee 

* 2 
eee 
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28 The Devout Pſalmod iſt. 
affecting the Soul with ſuch Rap- 
rures of holy Joy and Devotion, has x 
been judg'd the moſt proper Wa A 
of Celebrating the Praiſes of God, 8 
ec 
t 


by the univerſal Conſent and Pra- 
ice. of the Church in all Ages. 
To which 1 ſhall not need to add 


TREE 


" Revs V. 8. In the Viſion of the, Twenty 
Four Ellert round the Throne. 'of God, 


NC them ſinging with 4 their 


« Maſical. Inſtruments of God, 1 Chron. 
"M 28 XVI. 


The Devout Pſalmodift. 2 9 
XVI. 42.) and they ſung the Song, of 


Moſes, the Servant of God, and the 
2 of the Lamb. ＋ 


- 


From which we are again inſtruct- 
ed, when we ſing Praiſes, to God, 
to do it with Underſtanding. Non 
bacchantium more vocihus incompaſit is, 
Ce. as à learned Commentator on the 
Text. Not as Revilers, with con- 
fuſed Noiſe; but with Melody, with 
competent Skill in Pſalmody zand (if 
it may be) with ſuch Muſical Airs, 
as may both compoſe and elevate 
the Spirits of our ſelves and others. 
Thus it appears, that ſinging with 
Melody and Harmony, is the moſt 
Genuine, the moſt ancient and hea- 
venly Way of praiſing God: A 
harſh untunable Singing, without 
Skill or Underſtanding, having no a- 
greeable Influence upon the Affecti- 
ons, cannot ſo uſefully miniſter to 
Devotion. 

Finally, Let us ever remember, 
that our Melody in ſinging, be ac- 
com panied with pious and devout 
Affections, with ſuch Attention and 
Purity of Mind, with ſuch Harmony 
and Sweetneſs of Temper, as may 


B 3 ren- 
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render our Worſhip a true Emblem 2 
and Foretaſte of Joys of Hea- 
ven, (then may we entertain our * 
ſelyes with that Joy in God, which V. 
is the moſt refined Sort of Delight 
we can enjoy on Harth, ) that, from 
praiſing God te rhe beſt of our Power, 
in this militant and im perfect State, 8 
we may be tranflated ro ſing eternal 2 
Halleldjahs in the glorious .Quire of 
the Chürck trihmphant in Heaven; 
chro“ the Merits of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour | Jeſus Chriſt: To Whom, e. | 
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Phal. XLVII. 7. 
— e Praiſes with Bod. 
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. Creator-bath beſtowed up- 
on us the noble and di- 


gaſon and Vnderſtanding, ſo he 
7 en s, the chief End 
for whic they were given us,) that 
we ſhould exert them to his ans 
10 B. 4 I 


el ding Faculties of 


32 The Devoat Pſalmodi ft. 
in his Worſhip and Service. The ve- 
getative and irrationat Part of the 
_ Creation, are ſaid to praiſe God, as 
manifeſt Inſtances of his Almighty 
Power and Providence. But Aan is, 
as it were, the Prieſt of the viſible 
Creation, to offer up dt e 
Praiſes of all the Creatures, to the 
great. Lord 1 of the 
whole; being the on ly Creature, in 
this lower — at is formed 
with a Capa of judgment and 
Shader, ales e {of 
worſhiping and praiſing G ith 
Underſtanding. . T he Duty in- 
join'd by the holy Pſalmiſt il the 
Text — Sing ye Plas wit h * 


ftending ;, which obliges us, 


1. Unanimouſly to join in ſi inging 
_ Pſalms and Praiſes to God, i in his ſo- 
Temn Worſhip. 
II. To ſing with pious and ey . 
Affections, and with dye Att Attentio 
is, Ee: 
Ill. To de ic, to the beſt of! © 3s 
Power, with Mabdy and . 


IV. Wird due ; KEveremee® tt TVt 
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The Devont galant. 37 
Of the Three former, I have treat- 
4 in the foregoing Diſcourſe, and 
come now to handle the IVrb, via. 
IV. That we ought: to perform 
this holy Exerciſe with a ſuitable Re- 
verence, ſeriouſly conſidering the glo- 
rious Object of our Worſhip, to whom 
we ſing, and offer up the Sacrifice of 
our Praiſes; and that is, to the 
great Lord and Creator of Heaven 
and Earth; before whom, with pro- 
found Reverence, the holy Sera phims 
cover their Faces, and all the An- 
gels and Saints of Heaven fall down, 
and caſt their Crowns: before. his 
Throne. ' 

This Conſideration will oblige-u us 
to ſing Praiſes to his Divine Majeſty 
with Reverence 3 and the Neglect of 
it, di ſcovers that we do not do it 
with Underſtanding; that we neither 
underſtand; nor conſider. what we 
are doing. 18 
| If we confider'd the infinite Di- 

ſtance; between God and our ſelves, 
the tranſcendent 5 and Majeſty 
of the great Lord and Sovereign pes | 
the Worid, and our 5 vile and 
min l Worms; it muſt needs im- 

B 5 print 


| 34 The Devoir — 
print an awful Reverence on our 
inds, in all ſolemn Acts of Wor- 
. hip» God is not pleasd with the 
Sacrifice of Fools, it is à reaſonable 
Se He requires ; that Men con- 
fider what my do, and Whom they 
worſhip.” 
publick Worſhi . an external 
Signification of the Reveretice and 
Devotion of the Mind ; therefore all 
publick Duties of Religion ought 
to carry with em ſuch viſible Marks 
and Teſtimonies of Honour and Re- 
vetence, as are co nt to the 
inward Reverence of our Minds, and 
to the Glorious Majeſty of that Great 
God whom we worſhip. 
The pious and 'venerable Author 

| of The 2 Duty of Man, (Chap. 2. 
F. 11. of that excellent Book) reck- 
oning up the Religious Duties that 
we oe immediately unto God, par- 
ticularly mentions the Honourin of 
Him, and thus explains it. * It is 
the paying Him ſuch a "et. Bo 
« and Reſpett, as belongs to © ſo 
1% great a Majeſty; and that is ei- 
te ther inward or outward; the in- 
— fern is "oy exalting Him in our 
1% « Hearts, 


0 


e he. Bits ds * as i 


* a+ >> 


2 


N. Debt HN 

45; Hearts, having always the Y 
de and5; moſt; . excellent Eſteem of 
Him: The outward; is the mani- 
feſting and ſhewing forth that in- 
00 1 (Chap. 5. 920 by ſuch 
4humble and Teverent Geſbures iN 
Fo aurigpproaches to God, as ' 
< oth rex Naas therivand 4 Reve- 
o: rence ofturrdoult; and may alſo - 

&© pay Him ſome Tribute from opr 
46: uery Bodizs, with which the Apoſtle 
5 commands” ils tor glorifie God, as well | 
Sage ieh vir Souls Lor. VE 20. 
Thie inward Reverence of the 
Mind, L have already treated of, un- 
der the Secu Head. That which . 
+ now: infiſt. on, is the ontward Re- 
-verence:of the Body; that we per-. 
Horm : this eminent Part of Divine - 
— in a 790105 4 Terverent - 
MWorſtip. 
And What that is, we hal beſt 
— todcn! af” holy Scripture, the 
moſt authentick Record of the Di- 
vine Wik and the ſureſt Guide in 
ii Workhip. Which I ſhall examine - 
deer r Ige . 
72K DfLF Br » 2; 
e. 511797 4 7] hw EH T4 1751 
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The Deviit \Pſulhodift. - 
2 F ſhall enquire what Poſtur e 
| of Reverence was appointed and 
us d, in ſinging Pſalms: and Hymns 
of Praiſe, in the Church of God, 
under the Old Teſtament. 5 
Ally, Wha poſturb of Reverence 
is us, forour Imitation, 
er the New? 2 Praktict of 
The holy Angels in the 1 
Quire. 3716 'F 8 gf 01 01 
8 I wall from thence infer 
the Olligntion: and Reaſonablenefs 
o our Conformity to theſe authen- 
tick Examples, Suppofing all the 
while, that I am reaſoning witk ſush 
'as profeſs to make the 57 Scri- 
on the Rule and Standard df 
their Practice. There are ſome inad- 
vertent Perſons in moſt Cungregati- 
ons, who perform this holy Office f 
Divine Worſhi ps as if it Had nothi 
in it Divine, or that. rtlated to God, 
or bis Worſbip, with ſuch Indece 
aud Irreverence, as too plainly! 15 dig. 
Covers, they little regard, either whize, 
or hom, or tb inbom they fing. For 


"a a ca 0:5 2828 288 


the rectifhing of this Abnſeg ĩand re- ö 
covering a due Regard and Reve- 
, ence! WIG heavenly Exerciſe; _ 


if 2 


- 3B, 1 ſhall enquire whit Poſture of 
Reverence\ was appbinted and uſed 
in ſinging Pſalms and Hymns of 
Praiſe, in the Church of God, un- 
der the Old Teſtament. And here 
we find the Royi Prophet, 
The _ the Lord ſpale, 12. 


| =o e, 

4 of Gad, to ſtand 
every Morning to 7 and praiſe the 
Lord; and uſo at Even, 1 7; Le 
XXIII. 30. Which, Rule was abſerv- 
ed ãnſthe Temple afterward built b 
Samen j as we read, 2 Chron. Vis 
The Levites, which weretheSi 
being array d in white Linen, did 
tand at the Eaſt End of the Altar, 
. Wee = and Twin» 

Prieſti, Trumpets 
the Trumpeters and Si ac 
4 one, to. mate une Saund to he beard 


ſignified his Approbation, by filling 
he e Houſe with a, Cloud, the 2 

Lof his peculiar Preſencte. 
0 We here 23 the Levites ſan 


;acoording; to the La- 


ming che Lebiter in 


in praiſing and thanking the Lord, God 


fen cem) to 1.6 on he to God: 


* 


of the ret, with Abr 
mente uf Maſick:, "the ie, which 
David the King had made to praiſe the 


Lord; al 1 P Je are 2 
ſaid to obhſerve the ſame reverent Po- 


Kure 2 , l Hr A dd; to join in 


the ſdlemn Pfaiſts of God. We 
haye alſd, 2 Chron. XN. 18, 18. the 
ſevetal Geſtares of Prayer and Praiſe 
expreſly., diſtinguiſhed, and apply'd 
to their reſpe&ive parts of Divine 
Worſhip. VI Fir, Ihey humbled 
themſel ves: before God, and/mray'd 
(citlier Kneeling, or proſtrate on the 
Ground) for tis ſaid; Al Jada und 
the Inhabitants: of Jernſalem fel be- 
fore the Lord, worſhihing the Lrd. 
And when t e to ſing Praiſes to 
God, the Poſture of their Reverence, 
da this Part of their Service, is therc 
2 n ſet down t And the Le- 
es ef the Children of the Kohathites, 
and of the Children of the Norhitel, 
ſtood up e praiſe tbe Lord — I 
Iſrael, with a loud Huiceſ ewibigh..” 
So again upon Hezekiab's/Refor- 
mation, and reſtoring the 
of God's Worſhip in the Tem 
2 Chron, XXIX. according to the la- 
ſtitution of King David beforemen- 
tioned; 


." 0. & AF 


. 
OL OED on ied m — e | * a 


The Devont Pſalmodiſt. 39 
tioned ; The Levites did ſtand with 
the Inſtruments of David, r ſing the 

of the Lord. And they ſung Prai» 
ſes with Gladneſs, and their 
Heads, and worſhiped : And FI 35. 
as a' Teſtimony of the Approbation 
of the ho oly bp Spirit of God; it is 
added: So the Service of of the Houſe of 
the Lord was ſet in Order. © 

The ſame Rule and Order of king 
David, was 'reſtor'd at the building 
of the Second Temple after the Cap- 
tivity, Nebem. XII. 46. compar d 
with Chap. IX. . where; after th 
had, 7 a ſolemn Occaſion, confe 
ſed their Sins, and pray'd, the Le- 
vires call aloud unto the People, (in- 
ſtructing them how to demean them- 
ſelves in this other Part of the ſo- 
= * Worſhip) ſaying, S TAN D iy 
3 the Lord Nur God fer er 


"Theſe instances are — 
fuſficient'to ſhew, the ſpecial Geſtnre 
of 8 appointed and uſed 
God) under e Ims in the Church of 
the Old Teſtament. 


. Standing indeed bas been ever ac- | 
wo dunted a 1 * expreſſing Lot 1 
ur 
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nour and Reverence. So in Jah. XXIX. 
7, 8. When I went out te the Gate, and 
when 1 n the Aged a- 
roſe; and ftood nd when. cb Lord 
rebukes 2 — for treating Him 
with / leſs; Reverence, than the 
would: do a' mortal Prince, Aal. I. 5 
ſaying; Offer it naw. co thy Governonr, 
- be be pleaſed miih thee, or arcept 
Perſon? (the Application is very 
| . vious| to the Caſe in Hand) he 
plainly! teaches us, that the cuſto- 
mary. Expreſſions and Forms of Re- 
verence that are in à Nation, 
to do civil Honour and Reſpect to 


2 are alſo to be us'd to 


eſs our Honour and Reverence 
— is divine Majeſty. God te 
This reverent * = of Panding 
at ſinging Praiſes, to 7 7 has the 
T 


verſally obtained in es of 
2 St. Baſil, 22 


Practice of the Gere. of . 
rea, in chis Particular, ſays; "The 
People riſing from- Prayer, ſtand. up to 
ſiung Pſalmi. And in the Concluſion 
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Gl. - . 8 eee 21 
A Foſture very ſuitable, with re- 
ſpect to the Action it ſelf. “ The 
4 fErxection of the Body, fitly ex- 
„ preſling the lifting up of the 
«© Heart! in Joy: Whence it is, that 
Rejoicing in Seripture is calFd, the 
* Tifring up of the Head. So then, 
Joy being a lifting up of the Soul, 
c and Praiſe and Thankſpiving be- 
e ing Effects of Joy, cannot be 
more fitly expreſſed; than by E- 
« re&ion' and Lifting | 
«© dy, ſtanding in the - Courts of the 
Cord, When we ſing Praiſes unto 

/ 1937 } F161 0. 


«Him. Þ: * 8 * * 1 

This Poſture of Reverence was 
appointed by holy David, under the 
Conduct and Inſpiration of the ſame 
holy Spirit, by which be compoſed 
the Pſalms and the ſame ! Pſalms 

being {till uſed, Why ſhould not the 
like Reverence be obſerved by us, 
Which he, by the Spirit of God, 
(being at Prophet) 


. E a . 
usd with them?: Nis 
— 96 wth : 3 „ - > CH * law 1 421 4 
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nd” agreeable” to all the Chufches of 


up'of the Bo. 


inted to be 
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4 De Denar Pſalmadift.. - 
Tia very ahſurd to ſay, that this 
is aboliſh'd, as a Part of the Cere- 
or eAlS, Was appointed many Hun- 
dred. Years — the Law — wen ; 
rg was it a Shadow 2 
to me, nor any Way typic 
of Chriſt; nor inhetent to any Sa- 
Frament or Sacrifice of the Law 5 
. no Wa aboliſhed by the 
| > of Chriſt, the Antitype and 
Subſtance of the Leviticat Sacrifices, 
nor to expire with the Few ſb Wor- 
{hip z but a proper Geſture, and In- 
Titution: of Reverence, to attend the 
Duty af ſalemn P raiſe to God in the 
Chriſtian Church. Which brings 
een de g ider 
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What Paſture of /Reyerents is pro- 
pos d for aur Example, under the 
New Teſtament, in fifiging Praiſes 
to God, by the Practice of the holy 
Angels in the heavenly Qpire. And 
this we find to be the ſame which 
- Was appointed and usdnin the 
Church of God under the Old. 
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Thi Devout Pjalmodiff. 43 
For in St. John's Viſion of the lu- 
creaſe of the Chriſtiam Church, to fo 
great a Multitude which no Man could 
number, they are all repreſented 
Standing before the Throne of God, with 
aloud Voice, praiſing God, and ſaying, 
Salvation: to our God, ho ſitteth upon 
the Thrones and te the Lamb, Revel. 
Vl. -0;7y0} 577 lt nf 1b ffi tt om 
If the holy Angels" are allow'd to 
know and do the Will of God in 
Heaven, then here we have a Teſti- 
mony of the Divine Will; and that 
we ſhould both join in ſinging Praiſes 
to the Glory of God, and alſo per- 
form it in the reverent Poſture of 


Ha. VI. 1, 25 3. (13E 
As it is the cont 

ment of the bleſſed Ange 
ven, to be ever praiſing and glori- 


fying 


„ 4% The Dovout Pſalmodiſt; | 
fying God; ſo in the various Re- 
reſentatious and Viſions of their 
jeavenly Worſhip and Service, they 
conſtantly” appear in uniform and 
ſuĩtable Geſtures of Reverence. 

Accordingly St John again, in a- 
nother Viſionbf the heavenly Quire, 
repreſenting the Chriſtian,» Church, 
worſhiping in the ſame Poſtyre of 
Reverence, STAND I NG, and ſing- 
ing the Song of Moſes, the Servant of 
God, and the Song of tbe Lamb; ſaying, 
Great and Marvellous! ave thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty 7; juſt and true are 
thy Ways, Thou King of Saints: * Who 
ſhall not fear Thee, 0 Lord, and glo- 
rify ' thy Name? Rev. XV. 35 . 
Thus the Angels of God in Hea- 
ven (as the Learned Com mentators 
obſer ve) uſeGeſtures of Worſnip, 
— to Sor] eters 3 Where- 
they teſtify an 5 their Re- 
— to God, and acknowledge 
the infinite Diſtance between God 
and them ſelves. And though, as be- 
ing ſpiritual Subſtances, they are in- 
viſible to us; yet When (it; pleaſes 
Sod, by ſpecial Diſpeaſation, to 
SRUIRTY % od e. 


il Jn 0 
1 01 . n 


ot Angar 


tho Regions 
tality, and are continually. before 
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repreſent, them, and their Devoti- 


ons, viſible to mortal Eyes, and in 
humane Forms; they are made to 
appear in ſuch à Poſture of Reye- 
tence, as is ſuitable: to humane Na- 
ture, (and doubtleſs. correſpondent 
to their own) ſtanding, and Tobe 
Praiſes. before the Throne of God; 
as a Pattern held forth, and pro- 
poſed on our ene and Antita- 
tion. 


Prom whence. i. it is 0 bos 


to infer, 


4h, FE eden ET. Res- 
ableneſs of our Conformity to 
thoſe Authentick Exam les. The 


Uſage of the Church of God in ho- 
pl Scripture, confirmed. by the Pra- 


ice of the Church triumphant in 
Heaven, 4 is a plain Indication of the 


divine. Will, and. a Direction for 


the Manner and. Poſture, of our; Re- 


verence, in 27 ſame Duty of ſinging 
Praiſes to G 


„The. bot? «ls, who . dwell. 
ride l : 


the 


46 The Devout Pfalmadiſt. 
the Throne of the High, know 
the Will of God i perfectly, and 
do it ſo naturally, that holy David 
Fers it out Ik py, of Phraſe, 
with (great Bleganey, Pfl. CHI. 7: 
Angels of his; that fulſil his Com- 
*mandments, and benrken ro the Voice 
f "bis Wort: Ye Servants of his, 
tht do hir Plttfure: rt 
They know chat infinite Diſtance 
between the infinite God and them- 
Ietves, the? very excellent and glo- 
rious, yet finite Creatures; and 
therefpre adore Him with the moſt 
awful Reverence; for tho? the An- 
gels ute nearer unto God in Perfecti- 
n of Nature than Men; yet ſtill 
the Diſtance between them is infi- 
nite; as it is alſo hetween God and 
Men. But they ſee their Diſtance 
more y,and Te more of the 
glo tous Perfection of God, than 
n dn; and the more they fee of 
Him, the more they adlore and re- 
verence his divine Majeſty ; and are 
the more humble in worſhiping 
before his Throne; becauſe they ſee 
dhe Oreutnefs of theit Diſtance. 1 
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The Devot Pfau. 47 
What they ſee in the Originah 
we may ſee plainly enough ia the 
Tranſcript, aud Record: of the di- 
eme Wi, che holy Scriptuves; 
Which Tuffickently inſtruct us, with 
hat Reverenee we ought to come 
n all Acts of Dloine 
Worſhip. att Nan 10 ts 


Conſider alſo, That the holy M. 


gels, Which a ot wich os in 
our Congregations, and in their 
Devotions with ours, do undoubt- 
edaly-uſte the hike Reverence, that 
they do immediately defore the 
Throne of _ das Heavoii” Hor it 
Is probable, rigen obſerves, : 
on 3 th e Words of 
Pateniſt 5' The. Angel of the Lord in- 
campeth e them that fear 
Shim, and delivereth them. That when 
the faithful Servants of God e. 


their wm» Angels are there 
Proeſent witheithem, ſo as tomake a 
goubleChurch, one of Men, and a- 


other of Angels. To which the 


holy Pſalmiſt has reſpect, when he 
ſays, Pſal. CXXXVIIL 1. T wilt praiſe 
thee, O Lora, with. * whole Heart: 

Be- 


4 The Devon: Blalnadifi 
Before the Gotls will I ſing Praiſe unt. 
Thee g̊ that is, In publick Aſ- 
& ſembly, in the . — of thy der 
46 holy Angels Which attend there,, | 
the. Witneſſes of om Performan- hol 
te ces, and Aſſiſtants and Partners tha 
c of our Praiſes ;'as Dr. Hammond 
and Dr. Nichols paraphraſe a 
Words! h zer AI 1501 
4 St. Hani alſo-argoes from bee 
Topick, for Decency in the Church, 
E of the Angels, 1 Cor. XI. 10. 
nd St. tom taking Notice 
of the irreverent: Behaviour of ſome 
in the Church, reproves em with 
this, Argument ;: Knoweft! (thaw; not, 
Tur abel Nuucleſt with abe Angels? 
24 fee . them, Thon pr roy 
ith them, and ſtandeſt thou lau 
ing! How irreverent then, and in- 
decent is it, in Reſpect both to the 
Dnty we are about, and thoſe glo- 
riaus Spirits: that / are preſent, and 
join with us in our ſolemn Praiſes 
of God, for us to fit, when the 
m - forty of en 0 "hand, 
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Af, or uſe a Reverence correſpon- 
thyſdent to it!! 1 0 
ere Upon which Conſideration, the 
lan- holy Father laſt mentioned admird 
zers {that any ſhould behave themſelves 
ond rudely or irreverently in the Church, 
the Who are admitted there to ſing the 
; [fame Hymn with Cherubims and 
Seraphims, with Angels and Arch- 
Angels- - | | 
Nor are the Angels of Heaven fo 
far ſever'd from ns in their kind and 
manner of Worſhip; but that, be- 


ith | tween the Law; of their heavenly. 


ef, | Devotions, and of Men on Earth, 
2 | in this our State of Mortality, there 


þ. | expedient for us to know, in ſome 
n- | fort, the Manner of their Worſhip, 
he | for the more perfect Direction of 
=—_ | R797 HOU OOH 39+ 24744 518 Ur! 
2d Would the holy Angels acknow- 
es | ledge'- themſelves Fellow-Servants 
yy | with Men? but that both having one 
{ Lord, there muſt; be ſome Kind of 


/ | Law, Which is common to both, 
7 | whereunto-'their Obedience, being 


more perfect, is the beſt Rule and 
Pattern for ours. 


2 is ſuch Correſpondence as makes it 
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go The Devout Pfalmodiſt. 
Or would the Apaſtles, i 
of that which belongeth to Saints, 
as they are link'd together in the 
Bond of ſpiritual Society, (Eyb. III. 
10. 1 Tim. V. 21. 1 Pet. I. 12.) ſo 
often make mention how Angels are 
delighted therewith ;' if, in Things 
publickly done in the Church, we 
ave. not to have I 20% to 
what the Angels of Heaven do? Or, 
Would our bleffed Lord have taught 
us ta pray for, if it had not been 
our to practiſe, a Conformity 
ta their holy Examples? to whom, 
a St. Puul ſignifies, 1 Cor. XI 10. 
there is ſome Regard to be had, 
even about the outward Orders of 
the Church, which ſerve for Decen- 
cy in Divine Worſhip 5 Who like us 
beſt; when we are moſt Hike them, 
in all Parts of decent and reverent 
S800 that the Law of Angels in. 
Heaven, may well be allow'd; to re- 
gulate the ' Worſhip of the Church 
of God on Fart for they ate not 
1 Nusa Churches, only Tue Parts of the 
dee Church; the one. Priamphant 
in Heaven, the other Militant om 
* - Earth ; 


7 ²˙ m Can” oO ate - Ut . 
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The Devout' Pſalmodiſt, x1 
Rarth ; and they have both the ſame 
Head and King. fo 

Nor is it to be doubted, bat that 
the Worſtup which the holy Angels 
perform, is very pure, and accord-- 
ing to the Will of God; and they, 
being Members of that Part of the 
Church, whoſe Worſhip is pureſt, 
and who more y . know the 
Will of God, are, in all Reaſon, to 
be the Pattern of our Conformity, 
and the Rule of our Worſhip. Their 
conſtant and uniform Practice, is 


Text; which, if obſe 
would make the Church look like a 
Qgire of Angels. The Apoſtie tells 
vs, That whatſvever was written afore- 
tame, was written for our Learning,. 
Nom. XV. 4. And what are. we to 

leurn from all that has been written 
before us, of the Reverence usd 

both by Angels in Heaven, and holy 
Men on Earth, in ſinging Praiſes to 

God ? but to imitate thoſe excellent 
Patterns in ſinging Praiſes with the 
like Reverence: And then ſurely 
are the publick Duties of Religion 


beſt order'd, when the Worſhip of 


C 2 God, 


/ 


52 The Devout Pſa Imodiſt. 


—— 1 — — 
— . 


* — _ —_ — — — — — 


God, 1n the Church militant, reſem- 
bles the Devotions of the Church 


_ triumphant. 


This condemns. that inadvertent 
and irreverent Practice of ſirting at 


the ſinging of Pfalms. 


The Purport and End of all ſolemn 
Divine Worſhip, requires an external 
Reverence, to expreſs the Honour 
and Homage we deſign to pay unto 
God thereby: Now the uſual: Ge- 
{tures of Honour and Reverence to 
God, mentioned in the holy Scri- 
you are kneeling and ſtanding ; 
#neeling is generally appropriated to 


Prayer, and ftanding to Praiſe, as 
appears from the forecited Te- 


ſtimonies. For Pſalms of Praiſe, 


Jung to the Honour and Glory of 


God, being an eminent Part of Di- 
vine Worſhip, conſequently require 
a proper Poſture of Worſhip and 


Reverence. | 
Sitting is indeed a Geſture too free 
and familiar to pretend Adoration 
or Worſhip. The Revelation of 
God's Will in his holy Word, is to 


guide and direct us in his Worſhip ; 


Which will not allow us to uſe ſuch 


Geſtures 
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The Devout Pſalmodiff. 53 
Geſtures in his ſolemn Worſhip, as 
are Signs of Equality, Familiarity, — 
or Contempt, among Men. e 
Sitting has been alſo from of Old 
accounted a Geſtute of Sorrow and 
Mourning. 80 Job's Three Friends, 
that came to condole with him, ar 
down with him on the Ground. In 
which reſpect it is unſuitable to 
the Office of Pſalmody, and ſinging 
Praiſes. 59651 — it 125 TH 

tority and Sovereignty; ſo in 
he Viſion of Iſaiah Roti 1 
The Lord of Glory ſar upon his 
Throne; bat the holy Angels food, 
and ſang Praiſes to his Divine Ma- 
jeſty. They therefore that 4 at the 
Time when others are ftanding with 
Reverence, to celebrate and Ang the 
Praiſes of God, are ſo unlike to de- 
vont Worſhipers, that it rather, 
looks as if they ſat in Church to ri- 
val God on his Throne of Glory, 
and to receive the Adorations and 


Reverences of the reſt of the Con- 


gregation. 
If all cannot join in the Melody 
of ſinging, they can, and ought to 
A join 
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join at leaſt in the Devotion and Re- 
verence that attends it. ; 
— God Almighty hath ſo made us, 
that we are apt, and cannot help 
it, to repreſent our inward Affecti- 
ons by outward Ex preſſions And 
here che Ground in Nature and 
in Reaſon, of all the Rites of external 
Worſhip.. For while a Soul and 
Body are vitally united, they will 
naturally receive mutual Impreſſions 
from each other. If there be there- 
fore any inward Deyotion and Re- 
verence in the Mind, we cannot, 
withont offering Violence to our Na- 
tures, forbear to expreſs it, by out- 
ward reverential Signs and Geſtures 
of Adoration in the ſolemn Worſhip 
of God. PBL 
So that outward Irreverence in 
Divine Worſhip, is an overt, Act 
and Evidence of an indevout and ir- 
reverent Mind; becauſe the in ward 
Devotion of the Soul, will naturally 


actuate and diſpoſe the Body to a 


ſuitable external Reverence, where- 
ever it really is. The Form of God- 
lineſs, tis poſſible, may ſometimes 
de without the inward Power of a ; 

| ut 
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but wherever the Power of true 


Devotion and Godlineſs is in the 


Heart, it will naturally appear in 


the outward Form and Reverence 
of the Body. | 

A due Conſideration of the diſſe- 
rent Uſe of the Pſalms, from other 
Portions of holy Scripture, would 
contribute alſo to re&ifie the Defect 
of Reverence in this Part of. Divine 
Worſhip. For the Pſalms onght to 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe Porti- 
ons of - Scripture, which we read 
for your Inſtruction and Increaſe in 
ſpiritual Knowledge, whilſt you fit 
and ſilently attend; whereas the 
Uſe of the Pſalms, and all the Hymns 


of Praiſe, belongs to the whole 


Congregation, every Perſon being 


not ſilently to hear, but to join there- 
in both with Heart and Voice, and 

to make it his own proper Act of 

_ Worſhip to God. And fince we 
ſtand up with Reverence-to praiſe. 

God, in the Uſe of one Tranſlation 


. 


or Verſion of the Pſalms, by parity 
3 we ſhould do ſo 2 the 
OLners | 


by 


hs 
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56 De Devont Pſalmodiſt; 
To conclude; Let all Stuggiſhaeſs 
and Irreverence be for ever baniſh'd 
from the ſolemn Worſhip of God, 
with all Prejadice and Obſtinacy : ; 
and let us a& like Men truly con- 
vinced of the former Heads; and the 
Obligations that lie upon: be, Waun 
Regard to them. 
is incident and common to bo- 
mane Nature, to err; but to perſiſt 
in an Error, after Conviction, 1 a im- 
pious and diabolical. 
The moſt pions and deyout Perſon 
per to — . 
; but upon the Diſcovery o 
his Error,” every ſincere and good 
ou does preſently r re- 
m. 
TVO celebrite the Praiſes of Gen. 
is the moſt heavenly Part of Divine 
Service, and a Duty of the greateſt 
Importance. It highly concerns us 
therefore, that we rig 4 
this heavenly Exerciſe; and ſince it 
hath pleaſed Almighty God, to give 
us ſuch plain Directions, relating to 
it, in his Word ; it behoves us 
to expreſs a due Regard and Confor- 
mity thereunto, as the infallible De- 
, Claration 


— 
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claration of his Will, and the ſafeſt 
Guide in his Worſhip. AY 
Since the Church of God, in all 
Ages, hath uſed this reverent Po- 
ſture of ſtanding in ſinging Praiſes to 
God; and the Almighty hath ſigni- 
hed his divine Will and Approbati- 
on thereof, in the Appointment and 
Practice of the Church, under the 
Old Teſtament; and under the New, 
in that prophetick Viſion of the in- 
numerable Multitude of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, repreſented to St. John, 
Revel. VII. 9, 10. they appear'd all 
ſtanding, and praiſing God : Is it not 
highly reaſonable Wwe ſhould con- 
form our Practice to this divinely- 
approv'd Poſture of Reverence, in 
Ainging Praiſes to our Great Crea- 
tor | | | | 

And ſince the holy Angels in Hea- 
ven, that ſo perfectly know and 
perform the Divine Will, are ſo 


often repreſented (for our Example) 


ſtanding, and ſinging Praiſes to God; 
and all that ſhall ever be admitted in- 
to the heavenly Quire, ſhall undoubt- 
edly ſing in the ſame reverent Po- 
ſture: Let us all now perform 49s 
ea- 


58 The Devoat Blass r 
heavenly Office, acconding to the 
heavenly Pattern; thut God's Will (in 
this particular itaats of our Daty) 
may be dane in Earth, 4. abs, fe 
vorn 
Still vernembring, that ” Greg like 
og 
E We muſt all hani monty join 
in celehrating the Praiſes of God. 

II. We muſt; fing with and 
drvout AﬀeRions, and wi ue At · 
tention of Mind. 

III. With Harmony and Melody, 
to the beſt of our Power. 

IV. As with inward Devotion of 
Mind, LE with outward Reverence 
of the Body.” 0. 101 
Finally, Let us be ſace, that our 
outward Keverence proceed from 
an inward and awful Veneration of 
the Glorious Majeſty of God. Let 
the Erection of var Bodies be a ſin- 
cere Expteſſion of the Elevation, wot 
Ufting up our Souls to God, and : 
the inward Reverence of our Hearts. F 
Let us always compoſe our ſelves 
for Divine Worſhip, with the moſt 
ſerious Intention. of our Souls, and 
apply our WE to it with the maſt 
humble, 
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© Müde, fervent, and devont Aﬀe- 
Q = Far which, let us conſtant- 

ly beg the Divine Aﬀiltance, as our 
moſt excellent Church inſtructs us to 
do, in the-Colle& for the Thirteenth 
Sunday'afrer Trinity. 
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du unto: Thee true 
12 14 . Service; grant, mi be- 
ſeech Thee, thar we may ſp 5 74 
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BQOKS Sold. by}. Downing i Barth. 
me. Gloſe near Weſk-Smirhicld. 
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A Farther Inſtruction dor Abele ho lin 
learnt the Church Catechiſm. Wherein, | 
an Explanation of the Feſtivals and Faſts of 
Church of England, Chriſtians are reminded an. 
fix'd in the Profeſſion of the Articles of 
Apoſtles Creed, * 94 
ANe Method of Catechizing, Feen of Que. 
ſtions upon the Church Catechiſm; Together w. 
Directions all along for inculcating into Child: 
the Fundamental Principles of Chriſtianity therch 


contain . 
: Church Catechiſm broke into ſhort Que. 
dans, with an, Explanation of ſome Words, fn 
the eaſter Underftanding of it: To which ar: 
added. Prayers for the Charity-Schools. 
A Short Catechiſm, explaining the Subſtance 
the Chriſtian Religion. Suited to the Underſtanc - 
ing of Children, and the . meaneſt-Capacities, | 
The Duty of Publick Worſkip proved; to 
"which are added, Directions for a devout Behar. 
our therein. Drawn chiefly from the holy Scri 
pture, and the Liturgy of the Chur ch; and 2 
Account of the Method of the Common- Prayer. 
By way of Queſtiou and Anſwer. 
Directions for the devout and proper Uſe of the] 
Common Prayer, in the daily Service of the 
Church. | Xa £34 N 
The Chriſtian's Way to Heaven: Or what be 
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Or ſome Direci 
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